
April 28,2008 

Nathan Pwhal, 
20454 53 Avenue, Suite 21 5 
Langlcy BC V3A 7SI 

Reference: 164009 

Dear Nathan: 

Re: Gateway Program 

l l d c  you for your recent -sPndence ngarding my ministry's Gateway Program. piease 
a w p t  my apologies fbr the lateness of my reply. 1 understand you believe the Gateway Program 
will not Greg% a more environmentally responsible transportation system in the Lower Mainland, 
but on that point I must respectlily disagree. 

As you're probably aware, our government recently unveiled a plan to invest $1 4 billion to 
improve transit services throughout British Columbia, The plan is designed to double transit 
ridership by introducing more transit routes and services and promoting green technology. This 
plan will see the introduction of rapid bus services, the extension of existing SkyTrain lines and 
the completion of the Canada and Evergreen lines. For more about the Provincial Transit Plan, I 
would encourage you to visit my ministry's web site at 
www. th. gov . bc.calTmittP1anlindexXhtm 1. 

The Gateway Program integrates well with the transit plan, as it will extend the high occupancy 
vehicle lanes on Highway 1 in part to accommodate the rapid bus service for that corridor. 
Through the Gateway Program, we will also be providing park-and-ride sites as well as 
queue-jumper or priority access lanes for buses in this corridor. 

In addition, the Mdga over the Fraser mi Pin Pivers are dso king designed to accommodate 
Tight rall trarrs'rt in the fifuture. And we're committing $50 miliion through fie program to new 
cycling and pedestrian infrastructure, the biggest such investment in our province's history. 

ToIis will also be used on the Port Mann Bridge. Tolls will moderate traffic growth and greatly 
extend the usehl life of the bridge. Tolls will also encourage the use of pu blic tramit, high 
occupancy vehicles and cycling over the crossing. 
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The provincial government is also working to protect the environment, and we're regularly 
reviewing ow plans to see if  they can be improd  upn. After extensive comultatians with the 
Greater Vancouver Regional District, the Ministry of Environment and the Canadian WiIdik 
Service, a portion of the South F m r  Perimeter R d ' s  (SFPR) alignment hw hen s W  
farther to the west of B u m  Bog in order to f M b r  minimize any potential effects of this project. 
In addition, we've developed more detailed design concepts for the portion of the SFPR that d l  
be located neat Bums Bog, and these concepts include p p o &  for avoiding environmental 

undergo a &rough environmental =view, and h u e s  Iike p@~tim, hoke md the effects on 
vcg&&on d wildlife d k address& rigu~mly. ~ v ~ ~ ~ t a l  appiications, amoqmying 
studkg wd reports are available on. the I%2 Eswiromeafal hessment OiTie web site at 
W%WW~~Q.~OV.~C.~. 

I'm plm to tell, grbir that ow @t~w0y teaan has been meethg with tl:presmt&ves- h r n  
the BAk W&&W locd Eh& comsbnaity. They're w0l:kiag W ~ & S  $0 mitigate 
m y m d ! & & W @ P K  m y  bv&m~enltumi h d  d e-the area's agrbubd -- *si ' 

I ,  

F j y ,  I'd like to address the alternate alignment pmpossd by Mr. Hoover and Mr. Nm. The 
HaoverCPlsols plans have been analyzed thoroughly, as have other proposals, to determine 
whether they're wprogdate for the SFPR. 

F h d  on the results of extensive and in-depth intend md independent studies, we've found the 
HmverINaas proposal simply does hot meet the trapartation and safety needs of the region nor 
our guals for this important project. 

Qn the other hand, the SFPR will derjwe travel times and-@uce congestion on pther routes 
k~rh as Pi&wy 91 and ~ i v w - ~ a a d .  It qse &c concerns by moving mom trrtcks and 
ferry tm@caw~y fkm"the ahting Wighw 17 and Ltbdner Trunk Road, better sepmting this 
~ g i o n d  fp;tfftc fkom lcrcal m e  h the cammunity. 

The SFPR poddm a si@fimtly faster and more efficient mute to Delta's key industrial etieaa 

along fiver b a d  as well as i n c d  safety for all h&ic in the m a .  The HooverMaas 
proposal to limit truck acms to the Geurge Massey Tunnel would significantly impact the 
transportation services necessary for a strong economy. 
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Pf you'd>like to learn more about the GlOteway Program, you may wish to contact program staff. 
YOO am wdte to them at 4710 Kingswgy9 Suite 2400, Bumby, British CPImb@ V5H 4M2, or 
phone 604 775-0471. Yon cm ahro visit my mini&y3s web site at ~ww.ga~ew~ypmpm.b~a 

Sincerely, 


